
Curriculum Map – Geography Year 7 and 8  
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 Welcome! Comparing places Local explorers Global explorers People and place Natural Hazards Development The Sea Globalisation 

Y7 
2021 

Topic Title:  Welcome 
to geography 
 
 
 

Topic Title:  
Viva Las Vegas! 
 
 
 

Topic Title: How can 
we explore our local 
geography? 
 
 

Topic Title: Explorers 
of the globe 
 
 
 

Topic Title: What are 
people like around the 
globe? 
 
 

Topic Title: Hazards – 
what makes nature so 
dangerous? 
 
 

Topic Title: Are all 
countries the same in 
economic 
development? Why? 
 

Topic Title: What is 
the largest biome on 
earth like? 
 
 

Topic Title: How global 
are we today? 
 
 
 

 
Big Questions: 
What geographical 
skills do we have 
already? Baseline. 
How do geographers 
use these skills? 
What is a geographer?  
 
 

 
Big Questions: 
Where are the 
countries of the world 
and how do we locate 
them? What 
differences exist 
within North America? 
What geographical 
skills can I use to 
compare Las Vegas to 
the UK? 

 
Big Questions: 
How are our local 
areas changing? What 
impacts will this have? 
How do different 
groups of people feel 
about this? 
Local fieldwork 

 
Big Questions: 
What are the 
characteristics of a 
great explorer?  
Who are our greatest 
explorers? 
How has Antarctica 
changed for explorers 
over time? 
 
Repeat baseline 
assessment for 
progress check. 

 
Big Questions: 
Where are all the 
people? What can 
map, patterns and 
graphs can tell us 
about the global 
population? 
How do populations 
change over time? UK, 
China, Migration 
Introduction to HICs 
and LICs 

 
Big Questions: 
What is a hazard, how 
are they caused? 
Tectonics – what 
moves below our 
feet? What are the 
results of this? 
HIC vs LIC 

 
Big Questions: 
How can we classify 
countries? Why are 
there differences 
between places in 
terms of 
development? 
HIC and LIC further 
development. 
 

 
Big Questions: 
How are there layers 
in the sea? 
What lives in the 
deepest parts of the 
oceans? 
How can these be 
explored? 
Sea pollution Southern 
Water 2021 
What impacts do 
plastics and oil have 
on the environment? 
 
 

 
Big Questions: 
Am I a global citizen? 
How global is my 
community? 
What are the impacts 
of globalisation on the 
people providing the 
products? 
Local fieldwork. 
 

Links 
to 
NC 

KS2 NC Links 
Sense of place, grid 
references, compass 
directions, UK and 
global knowledge. 

Locational knowledge, 
(atlas and globes 
used). Landuse – 
physical and human 
geography 
characteristics. 
Comparisons:  
Climate – graphs from 
UK and LV – photo 
interpretation.  
Economic activities – 
primary, secondary, 
tertiary and 
quaternary. 

Human Geography – 
urbanisation and 
population.  
Local area fieldwork, 
use of OS maps, aerial 
and satellite photos. 
Risk assessments, 
hypothesis testing, 
traffic survey, EIA. 
Analysing data, 
creating graphs, 
drawing conclusions. 

Locational knowledge 
of polar regions.  
Antarctica climate 
graphs, polar 
ecosystem, physical 
processes, changing 
landscapes. 

Locational knowledge, 
use of maps and 
globes. Human 
geography – 
Migration and 
population patterns. 
UK, China 

Locational knowledge, 
physical processes – 
plate tectonics. 
Analysis if evidence, 
mapping skills, 
geological timescales. 
Human interactions – 
risk management in 
tectonic areas – LICs 
and HICs. 

Human geography – 
International 
development, map 
and atlas skills. 
Comparing HICs and 
LICs with geographical 
models (DTM). 
Identification of 
statistical anomalies – 
skills. 

Locational and place 
knowledge. Physical 
geography – 
ecosystems and ocean 
gyres. 
Human and physical 
interactions changing 
environments.  
Physical geography – 
ocean circulation 
Human geography – 
causes of pollution. 
Interactions of both 
and impacts on 
natural systems, Data 
manipulation. 

Locational skills. 
International 
development. 
Human processes – 
economic activity. 
 
Fieldwork – primary 
data collection and 
analysis, drawing of 
conclusions. 
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 Welcome back! Africa conflicts Ecosystems Planet parasites Climate change Coasts Weather Disasters! Transition to GCSE 

Y8 
2021 

Topic Title: Geography 
in the News! 
 
 
 
 

Topic Title: What are 
the conflicts in Africa? 
 
 
 
 

Topic Title: What is an 
ecosystem and how 
fragile are they? 
 
 
 

Topic Title: How are 
we parasites on the 
planet? 
 
 
 

Topic Title: What 
impacts do these 
actions have on 
climate? 
 
 

Topic Title: What are 
the UK physical 
landscapes? 
 
 
 

Topic Title: Why does 
it always rain on me? 
 
 
 
 

Topic Title: What 
geographical disasters 
have happened in the 
past? 
 
 

Topic Title: Transition 
to Year 9 Thrills and 
Skills development! 
 
 
 

Big Questions:  
 
Olympics from Japan? 
 
California Wildfires? 
 
A N Other? 
 
Atlas country enquiry 
sessions. 
 
 
 

Big Questions: 
What are the African 
nations? How are they 
different? 
What conflicts are 
there over resources? 
 
 

Big Questions: 
How are nutrients, 
populations and 
resources balanced in 
ecosystems? What 
happens when people 
change this balance? 
Why are rainforests so 
important? 
Marwell Zoo Trip. 

Big Questions: 
Where does our 
rubbish come from 
and go to? 
How do we get our 
energy? 
Where does the food 
we eat come from? 

Big Questions: 
Natural and enhanced 
Greenhouse effect – 
what is this? Climate 
change impacts at a 
range of scales. 

Big Questions: 
What coastal 
processes, landforms 
and management 
exist in the UK? 
H/H Fieldwork. 
 

Big Questions: 
What causes weather 
and how does this 
affect the UK? 
Where does all the 
water go? 
How can we manage 
our water resources? 
Havant Thicket debate 

Big Questions: 
Weather hazards 
Human hazards (and 
crimes) 
Environmental 
disasters 
 

Big Questions: 
What are the 
expectations of a 
GCSE geographer? 
What map skills will I 
need for the GCSE 
course? Can I meet 
the geographical 
challenges at a higher 
level? 

Links 
to 
NC 

All! Place knowledge of 
countries in Africa and 
Middle East. 
Physical geography – 
rainforest distribution 
and mineral deposits. 
Human geography – 
international 
development, 
employment sectors. 

Place and locational 
knowledge.  
Physical geography – 
climate graphs, 
ecosystems. 
Human and physical 
interactions – 
management of these 
sustainably. 

Local, national and 
international place 
knowledge – how can 
these interactions be 
managed in the 
creation of waste? 

Interactions of human 
activities on natural 
systems and physical 
processes.  
Locational skills – 
Maldives, Solomon 
Islands, coral reefs 
and importance of 
COP26. 

Physical processes 
including rocks, 
weathering, soils. 
Coastal processes and 
erosion.  
Use of OS maps. 
 
Fieldwork – collecting 
and analysing data. 

Location and place 
knowledge.  
Physical geography - 
UK weather systems, 
climate graphs from 
four areas to compare 
and contrast. 
Types of rainfall and 
impacts on 
hydrological cycle – 
linked to rivers and 
water management 
 

Placed based 
examples at a variety 
of scales. Physical 
geography – Storm 
Eunice and Eastern 
Australia floods 
February 2022. 
 
Human geography – 
migration. 
 

Skills recap alongside 
place and location 
knowledge. Range of 
maps from atlas and 
OS 

 


