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Y10E Topic Title 

Lifestyles of the 

Rich and poor 

 

 

Big Question  

 

What were the 

differences in 

lifestyle between 

the rich and poor 

in Elizabethan 

England? 

 

What were the 

causes and 

results of 

poverty?  

 

How successful 

were the 

Elizabethan Poor 

Laws? 

Topic Title: 

Popular 

entertainment 

 

 

Big Question  

 

What were 

the most 

popular types 

of 

entertainment 

in Elizabethan 

times? 

 

How did the 

theatre 

develop and 

what 

opposition 

existed to it? 

Topic: The 

Problem of 

Religion  

 

 

Big Question  

 

What were the 

key religious 

problems in 

England? 

 

What was 

Elizabeth’s 

middle way?  

 

How far did 

people support 

the middle way?   

 

How successfully 

did Elizabeth 

deal with the 

problem of 

religion? 

Topic: The 

Catholic Threat 

 

 

 

Big Question  

 

Why were the 

Catholics such a 

serious threat to 

Elizabeth?  

 

What were the 

different Plots 

against Elizabeth?  

 

How did Elizabeth 

deal with Mary 

Queen of Scots?  

 

 

TOPIC  

The Spanish 

Armada 

 

 

Big Question  

 

Why was there a 

there a Spanish 

Armada? 

What were the 

events of the 

Spanish 

Armada? 

Why did the 

Armada fail?  

TOPIC 

The Puritan Threat 

 

 

 

Big Question  

 

Who were the 

Puritans?  

 

How did the 

Puritans oppose 

Elizabeth?  

 

How serious a 

threat were the 

Puritans? 

 

 

Topic:  

Causes of Illness 

and Disease   

 

 

Big Question  

 

What did people 

think caused 

disease in the 

medieval, early 

modern and 

modern period? 

 

What actually 

caused disease in 

the medieval, Early 

Modern and 

Modern period?  

 

How did the 

industrial revolution 

contribute to illness 

and disease?  

 

Why did bacterial 

and viral diseases 

continue to spread 

in the 20th century?  

 

Topic  

Attempts to 

prevent Illness 

and disease.  

 

Big Question  

 

What methods did 

people use to 

prevent illness 

and disease in the 

medieval and 

early modern 

period?  

 

How was science 

used to prevent 

illness and 

disease in the 

modern period?  

 

Why was Edward 

Jenner important? 
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 Topic: Attempts 

to treat illness 

and disease &  

 

 

 

Big Question   

  

 

What treatments 

and remedies 

were used in the 

medieval and 

early modern 

period?  

 

Why were the 

developments of 

anaesthetics and 

antiseptics 

important in the 

19th Century?  

 

What were the 

key 

developments of 

the 20th Century? 

Topic  

 

Advances in 

Medical 

Knowledge 

 

Big Question   

 

 

What were 

the common 

medical ideas 

in the 

medieval 

period?  

 

Who were the 

important 

influencers in 

the 16th and 

17th Century?  

 

What were 

the key 

advances in 

medical 

knowledge in 

the 18th and 

19th century?  

 

Topic: 

Development in 

Patient Care  

 

 

 

Big Question  

 

 

What was the 

role of religious 

institutions and 

voluntary 

charities in 

patient care up 

to the 17th 

century? 

 

What were the 

key changes in 

patient care in 

the 19th 

century? 

 

What was the 

impact of Liberal 

and labour 

governments in 

the 20th century? 

TOPIC 

Public Health and 

Welfare 

 

 

 

Big Questions 

 

 

How did Health 

and hygiene 

develop in the 

medieval and 

early modern 

period?  

 

Who and what 

were important in 

developing public 

health and 

welfare in the 19th 

Century? 

 

What efforts were 

taken to improve 

public health and 

welfare in the 20th 

and 21st century?  

 

    

 


