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 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Y9 
 
 
C1 

Topic title: Key 
concepts  
  
Big questions: 
 
What is 
sociology? 
 
What are the key 
sociological 
concep 
ts? (norms / 
values / roles / 
culture / status) 
 
What is cultural 
diversity?  
 
What is meant by 
socialisation?  
 
Who are the 
agents of 
socialisation? 
 
What is social 
control? 
 

Topic title: Key 
concepts  
 
Big questions: 
 
How are gender 
roles socially 
constructed?  
 
What is meant by 
class, ethnic and 
national identity?  
 
What are feral 
children and how 
does this relate to 
socialisation?  
 
What is the 
‘nature’ vs 
‘nurture’ debate? 
 
What are the key 
theories and 
theorists we look 
at in Sociology? 
 

Topic title: Families  
 
 
Big questions: 
 
What is a family?  
 
What are the different types 
of families in Britain and 
globally? 
 
What is family diversity and 
what are the reasons for it?  
 
How have changes in marriage 
patterns and divorce rates 
impacted on the family?  
 
Why has there been an 
increase in singlehood and 
lone-parent families? 
 
How has the family size 
changed? Is it in decline? 
 
What are the sociological 
views on these?  
 

Topic title: Families   
 
Big questions: 
 
What are the 
changes in conjugal 
roles and how far 
have these changed?  
 
How has the role of 
men changed in 
society and in the 
family?  
 
How has the role of 
children changed in 
the family? 
 
What is the role for 
older people in the 
family, and has this 
changed?  
 
What is meant by 
the emergence of 
the privatised 
nuclear family?  
 

Topic title: Education 
 
Big questions:  
 
What are the 
differences in 
attainment between 
the social classes?  
 
How important are 
cultural factors in 
education? 
 
How important are 
material factors in 
education?  
 
Why are schools 
important and what 
happens in them? 
 
How can teacher 
expectations and 
labelling affect 
student achievement? 
 
What are the 
differences in 

Topic title: 
Education  
 
Big questions:   
 
What are anti-
school 
subcultures? 
 
What is the hidden 
curriculum? 
 
What are the 
differences in 
attainment 
between boys and 
girls? 
 
What are the 
different types of 
school and why is 
there competition 
between them? 
 
What is the 
Marxist, 
functionalist and 
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2xCFU as exam 
questions in class 
  
Smaller exam 
questions and 
itslearning 
quizzes for 
homework  

1xCFU as exam 
questions in class 
and 1 CFU as end 
of unit 
assessment 
 
Smaller exam 
questions and 
itslearning 
quizzes for 
homework 
 
 

2xCFU as exam questions in 
class 
  
Smaller exam questions and 
itslearning quizzes for 
homework 

What is the Marxist, 
functionalist and 
feminist views on 
the family?  
 
1xCFU as exam 
questions in class 
and 1 CFU as end of 
unit assessment 
 
Smaller exam 
questions and 
itslearning quizzes 
for homework 
 

attainment in ethnic 
groups?   
 
2xCFU as exam 
questions in class 
  
Smaller exam 
questions and 
itslearning quizzes for 
homework 
 
  

feminist views on 
education?  
 
1xCFU as end of 
unit assessment, 
and 1 CFU as full 
component 1 
exam 
 
Smaller exam 
questions and 
itslearning quizzes 
for homework 
 

 


